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Three years. Three years was what it took for Joey Vannucchi 
of From Indian Lakes to open up a coffee shop in New York, 

adopt an energetic puppy from Social Tees Animal Rescue, and 
create a masterpiece 16 track independent album. Dimly Lit was 
highly anticipated after the 2016 album Everything Feels Better 
Now. What’s so special about this band is that every album From 
Indian Lakes puts out feels like an entirely fresh entity from the next, 
though they each play off one another. Always experimenting, it’s 
amazing how Vannucchi’s music has grown since the 2009 release 
of The Man With Wooden Legs, an album ridden with angst and 
uncertainty. Ten years later, Vannucchi has cut ties with the label that 
supported his latest two albums, Triple Crown Records, and made 
the rare decision to go off as a solo artist more than a decade into his 
career. Now, he embraces the freedom and takes the small victories 
to heart.

 You wouldn’t guess that Dimly Lit was recorded almost fully 
in a tiny Harlem apartment, but that’s how it happened. Vannucchi 

explains, “Some sessions were older from the studio 
that I worked out of for the last album. I wanted to see 
how much I could do myself, I thought I was going to 
try to master it but throughout the process of meeting 
with labels and different people I was introduced to 
mixers and master-ers and one of them was really 
adamant about working with the mixing. I’m really 
glad that that happened because I realize that you 
learn a little more every album, but I couldn’t have 
made it the way it sounds now. I can hear it now but 
you can’t hear it then because you’re too close to the 
songs.” All things just fell into place the way they were 
meant to. 

 Dimly Lit differentiates highly from 
its proceeding album because of the aspect of 
collaboration in the vocals. So many powerful female 
vocals showed up as not only background vocals, but 
with solos of their own. You can recognize Soren 
Bryce of Tummyache, Miriam Devora of Queen of 
Jeans, Nandi Rose Plunkett of Half Waif, Megan 
Grandall of Lemolo, and Lynn Gunn of PVRIS. These 
poised voices bring a whole new dimension to the 
music. 

 “It was really crazy how the songs turned 
out.” Vannucchi laughs, “They’re all so amazing I was 
in shock. I was trying to pick people who weren’t so 
obvious and some who were, just to show people that 
the industry shapes listeners to think certain ways 
when in reality anyone can do anything. If you have 
someone like Lynn sing on a song that is essentially a 
pop song, but also in an odd time signature and I don’t 
sing like a pop singer even if I want to. I hear it with 
her in it and I’m like ‘okay, I just sound like some dude’ 
when she comes in. As soon as she sings, it sounds like 
a huge radio verse. It’s interesting because it doesn’t 
sound out of place.”

 And Vannucchi was right. Despite big changes, 
nothing seemed out of place. The album artwork was 
one thing that set this album apart from the others. 
Sporting nature references and muted beiges and 
greens, all prior four albums help the same type of 
style. The last two were created by May Xiong, an 
unbelievable multi-artist from Seattle, Washington. 
For Dimly Lit, Vannucchi employed Raman Djafari. 
This visual artist created some absolutely stunning 
pieces that are sure to catch anyone’s eyes. “An artist 
at this point of their career doesn’t usually decide to 
independently release an album,” Vannucchi explains 

about his career, “No one can call you a sellout, so 
might as well take these songs that are more pop and 
polish them and make them as big as possible and the 
artwork just completely depart from the scene that 
people always lump you in with. Do in in a way that is 
as bright and colorful as possible. No one can accuse 
you of trying to be famous. I really enjoyed that idea 
and the artwork is perfect. It’s super stand out and 
there are no green plants or outdoor vibes, it’s very 
psychedelic.”

 Not only was this album for his followers, but 
it was also for himself. He wanted to make something 
that he could be entirely 
proud of, an album that 
sounded like something 
he himself could listen 
to on repeat. Especially 
with no big money or 
label behind it, Vannucchi 
wanted to create this 
album as a reminder of 
what was possible. No matter how far you are in your 
career, you can still continue to make things that 
you can be proud of without tailoring it to fit some 
upper man’s opinion. Given this, sometimes it can be 
difficult to fund and work on a big project by yourself. 

“It’s very crazy when it’s all on you. It’s awesome. 
because all the small victories are huge, but it’s all on 
you so it’s kind of scary. But whatever, it’s just money,” 
he shrugs.

 Vannucchi remarks on taking a year off of 
touring and playing shows for the first time since 
he was 11 or 12. With the new albums release, 
everything seemed to iron out.The tour that came, 
however, proved to be a freeing one. With 365+ days 
of recuperation, the band was embracing the road 
once again. “The shows were cool and the bands were 
cool, but mainly we enjoyed the tour so much because 
we felt like our tour manager Trey was just giving 
the green light to do anything, like get an airbnb on 
the river with canoes.” Vannucchi laughs and shrugs. 
When touring, it’s important to do what makes 
sense, and what will make the experience the most 
enjoyable. Joey mostly calls upon his friends to jump 
onto tour with him. Guitarist Justin Stanphil has 
been a part of the band since the beginning. But since 
ex-drummer Tohm Ifergan decided to break from the 
band when expecting his first child, and keyboardist 
Enrique Gutierrez became a professional tattoo artist 

“Do it in a way 
that is as bright 
and coloful as 
possible.”
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Sophie Sand Kannberg is a 
photographer, a designer, and a 
tattooed cat mom. She currently 
resides in the Cleveland area. Sophie’s 
photography began in 2015 shooting 
concerts on school nights; she has 
taken photos for bands such as 
Blink-182, Twenty One Pilots, the Front 
Bottoms, the 1975, and plenty more.

She has had features in Cleveland’s 
the Plain Dealer, Alternative Press, and 
Cleveland.com. Sophie works as a 
staff photographer for Kent State’s A 
Magazine, while also helping out as a 
creative director at Sunlight Magazine, 
and a promotional/marketing director 
for Social Lingerie.

Sophie is working on a bachelors of 
fine arts degree in photography with 
an interest in design at Kent State 
University. Her style remains in portraits, 
lifestyle, and editorials.
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